State of Ohio

Judicial Conference

Role and Overview

The Judicial Conference (JCO) continually studies and recommends changes in the procedures and practices of
Ohio’s court system in an effort to promote a fair and effective administration of justice. The Judicial Conference is
comprised of all judges in the state, including common pleas, probate, juvenile, domestic relations, appellate,
county, and municipal courts, and the justices of the Supreme Court. The conference consists of over 720 active and
258 retired judges. An executive committee of 50 judges with an honorary chair, who is the Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court of Ohio, makes policy decisions for the conference. There are 11 staff members and a total annual
budget of about $1.6 million.

More information regarding the Judicial Conference is available at http://www.ohiojudges.org/.

Agency Priorities

=  Study the coordination of the work of Ohio’s courts.

" Encourage uniformity in the application of the law, rules, and practice throughout the state and within each
division of the courts.

®  Promote opportunities to exchange experiences and suggestions regarding the operation of the judicial system.

= Engage all 722 Ohio judges in the process of ensuring the equal and efficient administration of justice
throughout the state by facilitating educational opportunities, through committee participation, and maintaining
regular productive communication.

" Analyze proposed and pending legislation and provide thoughtful and objective judicial impact statements to
the General Assembly.

"  Promote cooperation, collaboration, and partnerships with executive agencies, judicial associations, professional
associations, local officials, and court agencies to improve the administration of justice.

®  Prepare and maintain publications that improve the knowledge and awareness of Ohio judges of new law and
matters of importance to the administration of justice.

®  Prepare and maintain publications that improve the public confidence and knowledge of Ohio Courts and their
function in Ohio government and in the community.

As required by Section 107.03(B) of the Ohio Revised Code, the Governor has made no alterations to the
funding requests of agencies of the judicial branch of government. Recommended amounts are as requested

by the agency.
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FY 2008-09 Biennial Appropriation

by Budget Fund Group
—
General
Revenue Fund
78.8%
General Services
Fund Group
21.2%
%
(In thousands) ACTUAL ESTIMATE|CHANGE RECOMMENDED
% %
BUDGET FUND GROUP FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 |FY 06-07| FY 2008 CHANGE FY 2009 CHANGE|
General Revenue Fund 919 957 957 957 0 1,269 32.6 1,329 4.7
General Services Fund Group 194 225 248 225 9.4) 350 55.6 350 .0
TOTAL 1,113 1,182 1,205 1,182 (1.9) 1,619 37.0 1,679 3.7

FY 2008-09 Biennial Appropriation
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(In thousands) ACTUAL ESTIMATE CHZONGE RECOMMENDED
OBJECT OF EXPENSE FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 |[FY 06-07 FY 2008 CHZ‘IJ\IGE FY 2009 CHZ‘IJ\IGE
Personal Services 756 776 725 790 9.0 1,097 38.9 1,157 5.4
Purchased Services 38 50 71 50 (29.4) 78 553 78 .0
Maintenance 300 353 366 0  (100.0) 402 .0 402 .0
Equipment 17 2 40 0  (100.0) 36 .0 36 2
Transfer & Other 1 0 4 342 8,817.9 7 (98.0) 7 v
TOTAL 1,113 1,182 1,205 1,182 (1.9) 1,619 37.0 1,679 3.7

PROGRAM SERIES 01: Ohio Judicial Conference

The Judicial Conference is an independent statutory entity within the judicial branch of government. The activities
of the Judicial Conference fall under three core program areas: 1) judicial support, 2) a fair, impartial, and
responsible judiciary, and 3) public confidence and trust. By statute, all Ohio judges are members of the Judicial
Conference. Every judicial officeholder of the State of Ohio is an active member of the Ohio Judicial Conference.

Program 01.01: Ohio Judicial Conference
There are 21 committees that carry out the activities of the Judicial Conference. The committees deal with a variety
of issues ranging from administrative to legislative, and from court technology to judicial ethics.

The Executive Recommendation will:
®  Fund operating costs of the Judicial Conference, including the 11 staff positions and more than 20 committees;
=  Support the preparation and publishing of comprehensive Ohio Jury Instructions for use by Ohio judges; and

®  Educate and encourage Ohio judges in the use of technology to improve court operations and efficiencies.

FUND RECOMMENDED
GROUP FUND ALI ALI NAME FY 2008 FY 2009
GRF GRF 018-321 Operating Expenses 1,269,430 1,329,193
GSF 403 018-601 Ohio Jury Instructions 350,000 350,000
TOTAL FOR PROGRAM 1,619,430 1,679,193
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LINE ITEM SUMMARY - Judicial Conference

FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009
FUND ALI ALI TITLE ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL ESTIMATE RECOMMENDED % CHANGE RECOMMENDED % CHANGE
GRF  018-321  Operating Expenses 918,751 956,998 956,949 957,000 1,269,430 32.6 1,329,193 4.7
TOTAL General Revenue Fund 918,751 956,998 956,949 957,000 1,269,430 32.6 1,329,193 4.7
403 018-601  Ohio Jury Instructions 193,808 224,672 248,271 225,000 350,000 55.6 350,000 .0
TOTAL General Services Fund Group 193,808 224,672 248,271 225,000 350,000 55.6 350,000 .0
TOTAL Judicial Conference 1,112,559 1,181,670 1,205,220 1,182,000 1,619,430 37.0 1,679,193 3.7

Executive Budget For Fiscal YEARS 2008 AND 2009
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